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UM STUDENTS RECOGNIZED AT NATIONAL BIRD MEETING 
MISSOULA -
Two University of Montana graduate students garnered top awards for their oral 
presentations at the national Cooper Ornithological Society meeting this month at the 
University of California, Irvine.
Hugh Powell earned the Board of Directors Award for his presentation, "Prey 
Availability and Diet in Relation to Post-Fire Habitat Use by the Black-Backed Woodpecker." 
Brett Walker received the Frances F. Roberts Award for his presentation, "Vocal 
Communication in the Brewer’s Sparrow." The students are in UM’s organismal biology and 
ecology graduate program.
Erick Greene, associate professor of biological sciences, said the awards are especially 
impressive since UM captured two of only three top awards offered in the graduate and 
doctoral student category. UM also won one of the top three awards last year.
"This was a real coup for us," Greene said. "I think this reflects well on our ecology 
program and the internationally recognized group of instructors we have here at UM. These 
students performed well at a prestigious event with lots of competition."
Named for famed California naturalist James G. Cooper, the Cooper Ornithological 
Society works to advance knowledge of birds and their habitat. Society members include more 
than 3,000 professional and amateur ornithologists worldwide.
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